Review: the pharmacological control of variceal bleeding.
The haemodynamic effects and clinical uses of drugs used in the management of patients with oesophageal variceal bleeding are reviewed. Vasoconstrictor agents (vasopressin, teripressin) alone or in combination with nitrates continue to be used for acute bleeding episodes, while somatostatin is an alternative. Alpha- and beta-adrenergic blocking drugs and vasodilators which lead to a sustained decrease in portal pressure can be used for the prevention of bleeding episodes, but despite numerous studies the pharmacological treatment of variceal bleeding remains controversial.